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Born into slavery, Bass Reeves became the most successful US Marshal of the Wild West.Many

"heroic lawmen" of the Wild West, familiar to us through television and film, were actually violent

scoundrels and outlaws themselves. But of all the sheriffs of the frontier, one man stands out as a

true hero: Bass Reeves.He was the most successful Federal Marshal in the US in his day. True to

the mythical code of the West, he never drew his gun first. He brought hundreds of fugitives to

justice, was shot at countless times, and never hit. Bass Reeves was a black man, born into slavery.

And though the laws of his country enslaved him and his mother, when he became a free man he

served the law, with such courage and honor that he became a legend.From the Hardcover edition.
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I was recently at the ALA Conference in New Orleans sitting in on a Random House presentation at

an hour that, to me, was far too early. As a result, I was having difficulty keeping awake, and only

the stack of goodies on my seat (free books and the like) were keeping my eyes occupied. Still, all

the upcoming books from Random House sounded good. There were some favorite authors I'd

been wanting to read and some new names I wanted to check out. But it really wasn't until I heard

someone explain what The Legend of Bass Reeves by Gary Paulsen was that I found myself awake

and all my cylinders clicking. When I heard the story behind this book it was akin to an electric



current in my bloodstream. Bass Reeves. Perhaps the only truly heroic man to bring law and order

to the Old West. A man who never shot first, never was wounded in a gun battle, and was renowned

for his steady trigger finger. Now here's the kicker. Not only was this man real, but he was a former

slave as well. I was hooked then and after reading this book I'm still as hooked as ever. I may have

some quibbles with how Paulsen chose to present his information, but you cannot get around the

fact that there's some juicy info and child-friendly tidbits filling up this fabulous children's title.Now

think of some heroes of the Old West. Kit Carson. Wild Bill Hickok. Billy the Kid. We know them from

their movies and their legends. Trouble is, even the tiniest bit of scrutiny will reveal how lame these

so-called heroes really were. Kit Carson was an egomaniac killer with a posse of other killers by his

side. Hickock was an alcoholic loser who died drunk when he was shot while gambling. And Billy the

Kid... heck, my own great-grandmother was scared to death of the sociopath when she was living in

Oklahoma, back in the day.
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